ona, as 
BLACK AGEY 


BLAGK LAGESSN 


‘STORY & ART BY 
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Chapter 65: 


BETTER 
TO BE 


YA CAREFUL. 


WE MIGHT 
RUN INTO 


HER! A 
SHENHUA! f 


CHINGLISH 
GAL, GET 
BACK!! [ 


— Sf 
N 


THE YOUNG 
MASTER'S: 
INSISTENCE! 


THE MASTER 

BN IS LOOKING 
FOR HIS 

RAIN, 60 NEWSPAPER. 

THE YOUNG 

MASTER WILL 
NEED AN 

UMBRELLA. 


THE SUN 
WILL BE 
SETTING 


we Foun \ 
you 
CAUGHT IN 


UNFORTUNATELY 

i WE'RE NOT IN 

ee ‘THE CLEAR YET, 
j BUT... 


__| WONDERING, }7/, 
ef 


<b 
“AST QUE, CONFIA 


EN NOSOTROS, 
(60 TRUST US.) 


BUT DO NOT 
INTIATE! 


/ EX-FIL Is YOUR 
PRIORITY! THE 
‘SITUATION 1S 
GRAVE! I WANT 
EVERYONE OUT 
ALIVE! 


ALL UNITS 
PROCEED 10 
RALLY POINT. 
YOU HAVE 
PERMISSION 
70 ENGAGE IF 
FIRED UPON. 


sHAI 
BITCH OFF! 


RIGHT ON 
OUR ASS! 
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BUDDY UP 
AND SPLIT 
INTO THREE 


THINK ABOUT 
<A\ TAKING HER: 


WHO 
THE HELL 
Is SHE? 


wuat we VX 
NezD 1000 \" 
1S LOSE HER 


SOMEONE 
GETS HIT. 


BURROUGHS, . 
DOES HE 


NEED A 
STRETCHER? 


BURROUGHS, 
YOU GOT ANY 
HERSHEY'S 
LEFT? 


WAP, 


ig 


i 


1, == 
[ be re 


+ WASN'T 


AN 
ACCIDENT... 


+ RUINED 
OUR 
LIVES!! 


| WORSE 
THAN WE 


E 
f : 
THOUGHT. ; : ita 
g ‘| hi 
2 : E al Pl 


= BARINAS, 
‘| VENEZUELA. 


a 
Gob wh 
VND! 
Sy 


i) 


Lz 
—_ 


THAT 


OR NOT... 


HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
REVENGE. 


WHETHER Y 


OPERATION 
WAS RIGHT 


THERE'S 
NO 


TO DECIDE. 


won't Te 
MAKE ANY 
EXCUSES 
FOR WHAT 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN 
us. 


WAS VERY 
COMPLICATED. 


ut 
REGARDLESS 
OF THE 


THe ‘| Ir 
CIRCUMSTANCES... INVOLVES 
NATIONS 


‘AND 
Pouitics. 


ANYTHING. 
HE LIED. 


WHENEVER 
YOU HAVE 
10 SOLVE A 
DIFFICULT 


It's ALWAYS 
IMPORTANT... 


Irs 
Jesus 
CHRIST! 


DECIDE 
‘OR 


<| YOURSELF. 


é -D'M 

RESPONSIBLE 
FOR 

EVERYTHING 
THAT 


HAPPENED. 


TO MAKE 
YOUR OWN 
DECISION. 
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YOU'VE SEEN 
THE SAME 


THINGS T'VE 


REQUESTING 
RESPONSE. 
GREY FOX, DO 


WATEAP IS CLOSING 
OFF THE ARTERIAL 
STREETS. YOU 
WON'T BE ABLE TO 

i 


T WOULDN'T PISSED. 
GET TOO 
EMOTIONAL 


with a 

THAT'S TH! 

vige T ay ice 
r KLAR 


T COULDN'T 
SLEEP 


WONDERING 
WHICH TUNE 


GET THESE 
PROBLEMS 
OUT OF TOWN 
AT THE VERY 
LAST MOMENT. 


WHAT'RE 
You 


GONNA 
Dor 
BRING IN 


BUT IT'S 
NOT UP TO 
ME TO TELL 
YOU WHAT 


wT we con | 


Ger THese |] HOW DOES 
prosiems | | | THAT 
Our OF | cHance 
TOWN, THE H THE 
j OTHER 5 
| progien... || Fiq Sa\ SITUATION? 
fi TS 
oe | Witt Leave = YE 
| 


° PLANNING 
OUR ONE oe 
anor CRUISE SIDE 
Lucey ase 
ees THAT WITH THE 
: SOUNDS HOUND? 
: PEACHY. = 
COMES IN = 4 py 
ne aaa YY conus pac 
FOR US. Y — liigreedes : 
S BASKET? 2 


WE WON'T 
KNOW TILL 


pur THs Tue Fs j GUESTION. 


THE ONLY CEN: 
cHarm — SUESTION. 


THAT'LL 
WORK ON 
BOTH 
THE MAID 
AND THE FOX. 


i 


WE GET 
ONCE AGAIN = 
WE END UP a ‘on 
WITH A HUGE : \A 
anice 17 always 
OUR HANDS. ai 


BUT IN THE 
, WERE 


WE'RE THE 
‘ONLY ONES 
WHO GET TO 

HAVE ANY FUN 

WITH IT, DUTCH. 


+e SOME- 
TIMES T 
HESITATE 
TO MAKE 

DECISIONS. 


SUICIDAL 
AND THE 
ADVEN- 
TURERS. 


INTO 


THE 
JUNGLE. 


LIKE 
THAT OLD 
SONG "RUN 
THROUGH 
THE JUNGLE." 


caPTaN, 
YOUR INFO. 


INTEND ON 
BEING 
KILLED BY 


TAKE THE 
BOY AND 
HORNER 
AND GET 
TO THE 
ALLEY! 


THE POINT 


iF you cet J 
casTRATED. |i 


WE'LL 
CREATE AN 
OPENING! 


SHE'S SOLO, 


A IPPRESSING 
7 MAINTAIN YOUR FIRE EASILY. 
DISTANCE AND 


W (\ NY 
PFD ri 

oo 
INN NEY) HAWAL| wor 


by 
g 


h 


He WITH 
AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS. 
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( 


a a 
am Ta TTT iN 


NEXT TIME, 
ws 


BUT GET 


IF it's THis 
ONE OR THE STRAIGHT. 


OKAY, T 

"STAY OUTTA CAN LeT 
THIS ONE, THAT 
SLIDE. 


‘THAT TOO! 


ARGH! 
Ow! IT 
FUCKING 


Oy Tupi 
D066 AND 
PEOPLE N WUKIA 
‘STORIES FIGHT 


BUT COMPARED 
TO TUNNEL IN 
HEAD, I CAN 
TAKE THIS. 
ANAT WRONG? 


EMHER THOSE 
SOLDIERS OR 
THIS TOWN'LL 
TAKE CARE 
OF HER. 


WE ALWAYS 


THIS IS 
BRAVO! WE'VE 
REACHED THE 
INTERSECTION 
‘AS PLANNED! 


WE CAN 
HEAR SHOTS 
FROM HERE, 
‘ARE YOU ALL 

RIGHT, 

MAJOR? 


No 
CASUALTIES. 
WE'RE ALL 
RIGHT, BLT 
KEEP YOUR 
EVES OPEN. 


IN THs UMP. 


ain 
YOU THINK Z Ds 
THAT SELF- : 
eee 
Eee. 
See 
aes 
eer 


THEY'RE 
FIGHTING 
WELL. HER 


05 
ARE PRECISE. 


SHE HASN'T 
GOT ALOT 
OF MEN, 
BUT SHE'S 
TURNED THIS 
BLOCK INTO 
AKKILL ZONE. 


THAT IS 
INTRIGUING. 


uneevievisty, 
‘SHUE YAN... 


SHOULD T 
CONTACT 
GENERAL 
KAUN 5A 
DIRECTLY? 


LAGOON 
TRADERS WILL 
‘THE HouND 
WEL BEN 4, EAD THE 
Guance oF AMERICANS INTO 
Gizinne THE GOLDEN 
Up waar — TRUNGLE AS 
HAPPENS PLANNED. 
AFTER That 


UT. WHETHER 
of NOT SHE CAN 
CATCH UP 70 THE 
AMERICANS |S 
ANOTHER ISSUE. 


eeLieves 
INSPECTION 
OF THE 
CONTROLLED 
TERRITORIES 


18 ESSENTIAL 
70 CONTAIN 
‘THE EFFECTS 

OF KHUN 62'S 


QUIETLY IN 
YANGON. 


I aust Gor 
A CALL FROM 


BUT THAT! 
My JOB, 
DAGE. 


THE FACT 
‘SHE'S 
CONDUCTING 
THIS THING 
60 SHCOTHLY 
Is WHAT 


edWILL SHE 
REALLY... 
KEEP IT TO 
HERSELF? 


"6 


ITS A 
KIND OF 
SICKNESS 
IF YOU 
ASK ME. 


WAR JUNKIE 
LIKE HER 
‘ABANDONING & 
‘CRUSADE AND 
LAYING DOWN, 
HER WEAPON. 


THEY TAKE 
EXTREME 
PRIDE IN 

BEING 

SOLDIERS. 


Ob, 
SHE 
wilt. 


SHE'S 
OPERATING 
ON A 
PROFOUNDLY 


‘SIMPLE LAW 


PACT WITH 
us? 


SHE AGREED 
0 THE 
ALLIANCE AT 
THe Last 


WHO 
KNOWS? ] 


I SURE 


JUST LIKE 
IN '93, WE'LL 
DUKE IT OUT 

WITH HER. 


WORLD'LL 


KEEP 
SPINNING. 


88. 
Fry Face 


BREAKS THE 
PACT AND 
CES ON A 


you're 
CRAZY... 


BuT You've 
GOT BIGGER 
BALLS THAN 
ANY OF US. 


I’M JusT 

ABLE TO 
ENJOY 

FoR THINGS... 


WHAT 
THEY 
ARE. 


I THINK I 
FINALLY 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY THE 
‘DAI LO PUT 
SO MUCH 
CONFIDENCE 
AN EX-coP WN. 
WHO LET 
His FRIENDS 
Ole AT THE 
STAR FERRY 
PORT. 


GOT BALLS, 


THE ONLY 
THING LEFT 


16 FLIP 
THEM OVER 
AND SEE 
waar 
COMES UP. 


CARDS LEFT 
‘ON THE 
TABLE. 


oF 
COURSE, 
CAPTAIN. 


se MIGHT T 
HAVE A 


Mazon 
CAXTON. 


My DUTY 


To My 
COUNTRY AND 


COMRADES, 
THAT'S ALL. 


IT's ALL 
IT'S ALL BULLSHIT. 


THAT'S THE 
DEAL IVE 
aD 70 


HAS BEEN LIKE 
WALKING ON. 
RAZORS... BUT 
IVE COMPLETED 
IT PERFECTLY AS 
YOU CAN SEE. 


EVEN NOW AS 
RENEGADES, WE 
‘MAINTAIN CUR 
STRENGTH AND 
DISCIPLINE. 


I SAVED A 
CHILD IN A 


Tuis crisis 
ISN'T OVER 
FOR YOU. 
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HAVE HERE 
ISN'T LIKE 


SECURED, bo 
sik! 
IR! WE es 


SHOULD 


we 
sarin BO 
CASE OF he 
aaa 


ALL THIS 
GUNFIRE, AND 
NO SIGN OF 
THE POLICE 
OR THE FIRE 


NOT A SINGLE 
CT ASINGLE DEPARTMENT. 


tT LEYS, WRONG 
ener WITH THIS 
PLACE. 


THE HELL 


OUT OF THIS 
GHOST 


TOWN. 


A = 
BEAUTIFUL 


FRIENDSHIP. 


YOU MADE 
ME NERVOUS 
WHEN YOU 
DIDN'T TAKE 
CARE OF HIM 
RIGHT AWAY. 


NoBoDy 
CARES 
WHETHER 
WE USE 
A GUN OR 
AMISSILE, 


THE WAY I 
LooK, THAT 


‘SUITS ME 
THE BEST. 


THOSE ARE 
WORDS 
TO LIVE 
BY. AND 

DON'T YOU 

FORGET IT. 


NOW, GO 
REPORT 
TO SISTER 
YOLANDA. 


TLL BE GONE 
FOR A WHILE, 
60 KEEP YOUR 
EYES OPEN 
FOR THE 


HORNER Alo 
THE SAME 
THING. SOME 
GIRL DRESSED 


war Bor was 


MAYBE 1 
SHOULD'VE 
STAYED WITH 
THE Jes, 
AWAY FROM 
THE FIELD. 


THAT'S WHEN 
I REALIZED T 
WANTED TO BE 
LIKE YOU. A 
‘MAN WHO- 
ALWAYS DOES 
THE RIGHT 
THING. 


WERE YOU 
WRONG? 


THAT 
LITTLE 
village. | 
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G00se, 
GIMME A 
YOU'RE A 
Neweie. BREAK 
YOU'RE OUR 
COMMANDING 
OFFICER IN 
NAME ONLY, 


2 i THESE Guys 
WE GET TO. P | Rees 
iyctges \ SYMPATHIZERS. 
FUN, AND YOU \ d 
GET TO EARN 


CLEANING 
Up THESE 


 oiary ure ALL BE HAPPY. 
GOOKS 


LARKIN'S 
RIGHT, 
GO0SE. 


THIS 1S A 
WAR ZONE. 


IT HAPPENS 
ALL THE 
TIME IN WAR. 


1. USE THE 
WAR AS AN 
EXCUSE AND 


THAT DAY? 


Y 
Ly; 


TM ABOUT 


eur 
FIRST SIP OF 
CANDBELL'S 

CHICKEN souP 
is ALWAYS 
THE Best” 


EVEN |F HED 


He STIL 
WOULD'VE BEEN 
4 SCUMBAG. 


BATTLEFIELD 
WHERE OUR 
LIVES WERE IN 
EACH OTHER'S 
HANDS... 
wer 
ISOLATED 
MYSELF IN A 
PLACE LIKE 
THAT, E 
WOULO'VE BEEN 
FIGHTING ALONE, 
SURROUNDED 
BY ENEMIES. 


ALL WHILE 
APOLOGIZING 
TO HER IN 
MY HEAD... 


AND T 
WOULDVE 
HAD To LIVE 
WITH IT BACK 


YOUVE GOT 
NOTHING 
TO BE 
ASHAMED OF. 


1 WOULD'VE 
RAPED THAT 
LITTLE GIRL 
RIGHT ALONG 
WITH THAT 
BASTARD 
LARKIN. 


BECAUSE 
OF YOu, 
SHANE. 


You 
RECOGNIZED 
EVIL AND 
WEREN'T 
AFRAID To 
EVEN IN AN STAND ALONE. 
IMMORAL 
WASTELAND. 


THERE'LL BE 
WARS APTER 
THIS ONE. 


WE'LL STILL 
HAVE GUYS z j 
LIKE LARKIN, wee 
CREATING 3 
VICTIMS IN 
THE NAME OF 
Justice. 


17 CONTINUES 
EVEN AFTER I 
‘TURN MY BAC, 
FORGET ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENED 

AND GO HONE, 


Whe THe 
GENERALE AND 

pouncaNs Thar oan 
sour Toe ON SOP THe 

sou THe SNS ro TH 
Savino eter TCAN AT —_ANO THE 

TRY 10 REPEAT foie 

ruswrn THEM. Least TRY 


EVEN IF IT's TO KEEP THE 


UST HERE. 


TLL PROTECT 
THE INNOCENT 
AND TRY 70 
Ficut AwaR | 

THAT DOESN'T 
DISHONOR My 
COUNTRY. 


A 
BATTLEFIELD 


THIS... 


} 
A BLIND EYE 
70 JUSTICE IN 
A PLACE LIKE 
/ 


a 
a_i 


AsWim IN 
THe Poo. Hh 
WOULD BE 


MASTER? 


r 
{ vor | 
SS) SURPRISE | 
\| your 
\ | 
SOS, 3 
Qs 


T DON'T THINK 
SHE EVEN 
REMEMBERS 
WHY AND FOR 
WHOM SHE IS 
DOING IT. 


THINGS 
WON'T GO 
BACK TO THE 
Way THEY 
USED TO 


THE HEAD 
MATRON 
PROBABLY 

ISN'T COMING 

BACK 70 THE | 


THe 
MOMENT 
MY FATHER 
Was 
‘MURDERED 


EVERYTHING [— 
chance. | 


IT's 
EXACTLY 


\7 AS YO 


REVENGE? 


utr 
BELIEVE WANTS... 


WITH MY 
FATHER'S 


HEAD MATRON 
THINKS THAT 
IS INSINCERE. 


A SOLUTION 
THAT SOLVES 
EVERYTHING... 
DOESN'T EXIST. 


THAT'S 
WHY... 


WANT 
You 70 
ean WE 

our WIT 
THAT IN 
MND. 


THE HEAD 

MATRON'S 
PROBLEM IS 
SOMETHING 
THAT CAN'T 
BE SOLVED. 


ETTING | 
WHAT 


FORG 


I MET THE 
‘MAN WHO 
KILLED MY 


I FOUND OUT 
WHAT KIND OF 
‘MAN HE WAS, 
WHAT HE WAS 
THINKING. 


ase THINKING 
THIS WHOLE | 
TIME... 


WHY I'M 
FEELING 60 WW 
FREE RIGHT WHAT IT IS T 
OW, HAVE TODO | _ 
vere, wHat | 
Wis THAT T | 
CAN DO. 


ss OKAY. 


50 WE'RE 
GOING 
THROUGH 


WITH THIS, | 
HUH? 


HONESTLY, T 
te 
you WERE 
GONNA STEP 
‘AWAY FROM 
THs. 
APTER SEEING 
THE HEAD 
MATRON LIKE 


YOU'RE 
GONNA DO 


THIS CRAZY 
TOWN. 


ICANT 
LET THE 
HEAD 
MATRON 
DEIN 
THIS FILTHY ff 


PLACE. 


| THE CHURCH 
OF VIOLENCE 

PUT ALL THAT 
TOGETHER? 


aL Tus ey i 
TuewseLves on We 


THERE 
ARE ALOT 
OF PLACES 
WHERE THE 
WATERLINE 


WHILE IT's 
STILL DARK. 


HER SKILLS AND 
TENACITY ARE 
PROVEN. I DON'T 
WANT ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH HER 
IF Possiae, 


WOULOVVE 
= LIKED 10. 


‘ARE UNGUE 
THIS TWE. 


THE 
REAL 
CLIENT 


Is THE 
THE PAY IS Noa, 
GOOD AND 


ie 


WE MAY 

NEED THEIR 

HELP IN THE |” 
FUTURE, 
RIGHT? 


HAVE TAKEN 
THE JOB IF 
IT WEREN'T 


gust 
IMAGINING 
THAT 
CYBERDYNE 


vmas.e to V7 
unverstano 


NONSENSE. 


WHEN 


e1 
THEY MEET, 
"UL 


YOU CAN 
RESOLVE 


ONLY A DARK 
ROUND HOLE 
MADE BY A 
MM ROLIND. 


FL 
bo? 


T SHOULDA 

BROUGHT A 
LOUISVILLE 
SLUGGER 


THE ONLY 


THAT 
CAN DO 


NEITHER 
LoGic NOR 
LOVE CAN 

MAKE SENSE 

OF ALL THIS. 


You JUST 


DON’ 


| THE SAME 
THING. 


BEEN THE 
GREATEST PW? 
(OF ALL TIME. 


AND HERE 
TWAS: 
WAITING 


To say 


SOMETHING 
PROFOUND. 


BUT THE 


RY 


THERE'S NO 
POINT IN ME 
TALKING 
ANYMORE. 


Irs 
USELESS 
TALKING 


ur F You 
THINK HE CAN 
SGUEEZE OUT 
GOLD BRICKS, 
YOURE WRONG. 


YOU AND ME, 


YOU CAN'T 
ACCEPT THAT 
‘SOMEBODY 18 
WILLING TO 
Risk THEIR 
LIFE FOR 
ANOTHER FOR 
UNSELFISH 


ACCEPT THAT 
PEOPLE LIKE 
HIM EXIST IN 
THIS WORLD. 


BECALISE 

THEN IT'D 

ALL BE A 
ue. 


DON'T 
THING THE 


THis 
WORLD IS 
GREY LIKE 
A SEWER 
Rat. 


EVERYTHING'S 
VAGUE. IT'S 
GREY, FOR 


T'VE SEEN SO 
MANY ASSHOLES 
THAT THINK OF 


50 MANY 
TES, BUT... 


DONG THE 


BUT THEN 
AGAIN, THE 
Day YOU FIND 


WHAT LITTLE 


cHIGUITA, 


sas THERE'S 


NOT MUCH 
DIFFERENCE 


BETWEEN 
YOU AND ME. 


HAPPENS. 
THAT'S LIFE. 


TOMB, GUN 
WE ALL Dip. IN HAND. 


HELP REVY. 


L.DON'T THINK 


WE'LL GET INTO 
‘A SITUATION 


WHERE WE'LL 
HAVE To ROW 
OUR WAY OUT. 


WELL, TM 
HEADING 
BACK TO My GUYS. 


TNs, 4TH 
SQUADRON. 


TWAS WITH 
THE LURPS*, THE BWN. 
YOU Guys 
WERE LIKE 
‘OUR TAXI 
SERVICE. 


eye 


TAKING YOU 


GUYS INTO 


{TIRE FBT SLANG FOR LONG RANGE RECONNAISSANCE PATROL 


CAN'T SEEM 
TO GET RID 


WISHES TO 
HAVE YOUR 
‘AUDIENCE. 


He's Just 
AcHLD. 


YOU BUSY, 
DUTCH? 


He's Just 
A CHILD, 
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We Wave 
SOME TIME 
BEFORE We 
REACH CUR 

DESTINATION, 


HE'S ON 
THE DECK. 


knew ag 
We'd MEET 
AGAIN. 


WHETHER YOU CY 
PERSONALLY ig 
INTENDED IT 


‘MY FAMILY 
WAS RUINED. 


BECAUSE 
OF WHAT 
YOU DID. 


«TO SHOOT 
Me. I'M 
PREPARED 
FOR THAT 
AS WELL. 


I WILL NEVER 
FORGET WHAT 


WILL EVER 
BE THE WAY 
IT was. 


YOU TOOK THE 

WRONG PATH, 

JUST AS SHE 
DID. 


REPLAYING 


soREPEAT IT 
(OVER AND 


OVER AGAIN. 


YOU CONTINUE 
TO FIGHT WITH 
PRIDE AND 
VIRTUE AS 


YOUR 
PRINCIPLES. 


FOR you 
THE USE OF 
VIOLENCE IS 

THE ONLY WAY 
To RESOLVE 
ANYTHING. 


THEY ARE 

ALL DANCING 

‘A DANCE OF 
DEATH. 


‘A DANCE OF 
DEATH THEY 
DO WITH WRY 
SMILES ON 
THEIR 
FACES... 


YOU TOO 
HAVE BEEN 
DANCING THE 
SAME DANCE. 


<0, 
TRETURN MAJOR. 


USING IT 
WOULD ONLY 


TO JOIN IN. 


/} mazoR, You 
PREACHED TO 
suse = Me THAT T 
INSTEAD 5 Ye z - . ait 
ce RIGHT TO 
EXERCISE t a REVENGE. 


THAT RIGHT. 


TWILL NOT. 
DANCE OR BE 
FORCED TO 
DANCE BY 
‘ANYONE. 


I WON'T 
TOLERATE 
YOUR DEATH 


OR YOU BEING 


CRUSHED. 


IN ORDER FOR 
ME TO 00 THAT, 
T NEED HELP. 


oly 
) 


: we've 
REACHED A 
CRITICAL 
* GUNCTURE. 


1--STOP 
SNIFFING 


maces ne AROUND. 


PEEL LIKE 
TM BEING 
WATCHED OR 
‘SOMETHING. 


THE SOLDIERS 
without 
SAYING 
ANYTHING. 


HE'LL NEED 
MORE 


TRAPS... 


THE CHANCES 
OF HER 


CEASING HER 
| PURSUIT ARE 
EXTREMELY 


IF THAT'S 60, 
HER PRESENCE 
WILL BE AN 
IMPORTANT 
FACTOR IN 
CARRYING OUT 
THE OPERATION. 


0 FIGHT FOR 
sustice. 


THis ISN'T 
AMaGIC 
ONE TRICK! 
WRONG 
MOVE AND 
SOMEBODY 
DIES! YET 


YOU. 


RISKING 
ANYTHING 


you Two 

KNOW HER 
Way BETTER 
‘THAN WE 00, 


YOU... 
wn KNEW IT 


YOU FILL 
IN THE 


BUT 1 DON'T 


cane As Lone FF 


4s You ENJOY 
THE HUNT. 


TWILL, 


i NOBODY CAN 
RIGHT IN THE ? Apes : OVERSTEP THEIR 

N MIDDLE OF A ‘BOUNDARIES... 
CONTESTED ‘ ‘ 
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Last stoR, 
FOLKS. 


YOU SURE 
HE WAS IN 
"NAM? 


HE Salo HE 
WAS WITH BWN 


THERE'S NO 
Na) Suc THING 


yourre stu. J 
YOUNG. LooK 
‘OUT FOR 
YOURSELF. 


rie 


YOU MAY BE 
ABLE TO PIN 
HER DOWN, 


ASSIGNING 
THE TWO 
KIDS TO THE 
COMMAND 
ELEMENT, 


A N 


MR. CHANG 
SAD THIS 
WOULD BE A 
TF He's Got SUCKER'S 
THE Gun, 867, BUT... 


f} TWO CHERRIES 
HH LINED UP. 


STANDING BY 
{if THis Is ALPHA, | AT X-RAY 
Ges) zocer. cor \tRee turer. 
TEAMS BEGIN 
SCOUTING 
THE AREA 
AT 0230. 


SND BY IN 
AN ATTACK 
FORMATION 


UPON 
RENDEZVOUS. 


SLUP: LYING UP POINT 


THis IS: 
IF our 
‘SECONDARY 
TARGET, 
PACKAGE 
ROMEO, DECIDES 
TO MAKE A 
Move, ITLL 
MOST LIKELY 
BE DURING 
‘A MELEE. 


Te Tuer 


UPON, 
HAPPENS, i 
PENS, ENGACEMEN 


Better run 
through the jungle 


Heck THis 
V) our. Terns 
JUST STICKS 


As 


i\ 
—— 


‘Two hundred million 
guns are loaded 


Better run through 
le 


Better run 
through the jungle 


Better run 
through the jungle 


thought it was a 
lo, it’s all so true 


PACKAGE 
ROMEO! & 


| A 
t ECHO! 


CHARLIE! \” 


WELCOME! 


THis Is ECHO, 
ALPHA, DO 
! 
You copy?! le rac 
[aj tHe Fuanks 


EVES ON THE 


PACKAGE 

Z ANYMORE! 

) WE'RE AT 
LEADER, cooroNares 
can you |, Z . { Rel We Lost 


HER TRACK 


SEE HER?! 
AROUND 49. 


“Take aim!” 
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P| aul Teas, 
0 You 
corral 


We Lost oun 


SHE'S GOING 
FOR OUR FACES! 
OUR NVGS ARE 
LIMITING OUR 
FIELD OF VISION! 


DESKARD, 


0 You 


MAINTAIN 
‘SUPPRESS- 
By wore 


TO HUNT 
US DOWN 


WITH A 
MUSKET! 


SERGEANT 
MAJOR 
‘SANCHEZ AND 


WHERE ARE DECKARD! 
| YouR MEN?! 
WHERE'S 
YOUR TEAM 
LEADER?! 


TARGET IS 
IN DEcIMa’s 


AND SHUE YAN'S 
ANBUSH — GUARDS... 
us? 


WHEN THE 
SUN RISES 
EVERYTHING 
‘COMES TO 


‘THERE'S NO 


ENTER THE 
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AFTERe> WORD 


HIROE HERE. THE LONG ROBERTA’S REVENGE ARC HAS FINALLY 
BEEN CONCLUDED. I'M TIRED. ALTHOLIGH I KNEW HOW I WAS: 
GOING TO END IT, BRINGING THE ENTIRE TOWN INTO IT WAS 
DIFFICULT. THERE WERE PARTS I COULDN'T INCLUDE. I'D BE 
HAPPY IF YOU STICK AROUND TO CHECK THOSE PARTS OLIT IN 
THE NEW ARC. SERIOUSLY. 
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T'LL SEE YOU IN VOLUME 10. 


-REI HIROF, OCTOBER 19, 2009 


Editor’s Note 


Roberta’s Revenge 


Roberta, aka Rosarita Tisneros, aka The Bloodhound of Florencia, ex- 
FARC terrorist and head maid of the Lovelace household, is surely one of 
the meanest badasses in Black Lagoon’s rogues’ gallery. From her first 
appearance in volume 1, Roberta made her mark as one of the series’ 
most iconic characters, in both the manga and the anime. 


The story of Roberta's revenge against the men who killed her master 
Diego Lovelace is the longest and most complex ofthe series so far. Rei 
Hiroe’s hard-boiled tale of vengeance masterfully increases the tension 
as all these groups converge on the streets of Roanapur. This volume 
brings it all to a close in the tradition of the best Hollywood action films. 


At the same time, the criminal landscape of Roanapur has been 
subtly altered, and the characters have developed in ways that lay the 
groundwork for the future adventures ofthe crew of the Black Lagoon. 


Editor’s Note 


“We deal in lead, friend.” 


In the male dominated criminal underworld of Black 
Lagoon, Revy, Roberta and Balalaika stand out as 
women with fearsome reputations, and their capacity for 
violence is what gives them power. Yeti is their individual 
backgrounds that inform their outlook on the use of 
violence in the pursuit of their goals 


For Revy, power comes from the barrel of a gun, and she relates to people this way 
(usually by shooting them). Yet Rock sees through this and seems to be the only 
person capable of standing up to her, and without violence as a lever over people, 
Revy may actually be vulnerable, 


Roberta, on the other hand, was once an idealist who fought for a cause that became 
corrupted. By the time she realized she had sacrificed her soul it was too late. For her, 
violence was a way to strike back at injustice, but in the end it merely brought her to 
the same level as her enemies. 


For Balalaika, violence is merely a tool to be employed with precision or for brutal 
effect. Balalaika’s true power lies in her reputation as a ruthless gang boss. Ironically, 
Balalaika's training and discipne as a soldier gives her an edge on the competition, 
and her wish for death in battle with a worthy opponent may be her only weakness. 
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Hello, everybody overseas! The only purpose of this column is for Black Lagoon author 
Rei Hiroe and his editor to babble on about things without much substance. Itoccasionally 
runs in Monthly Sunday GX, published by Shogakukan. Mr. Hiroe is very sensitive, so he 
often whines to his editor. The way he whines is unbelievable, so his editor nicknamed 
him the “Loser Bancho.” That is how this column got the name Loser's Horizon. 


> Japanese Edition Editor Profile < 
Manga editor for Shogakukan's Monthly 
Sunday GX. Editor of Black Lagoon. Also 
in charge of listening to Mr. Rei Hiroe’s 
bellyaching. Also edits such titles as 
Jormungand and Wilderness. Known as the 
Gunfight-Manga Specialist Editor within the 
editorial office. 


‘merchandise and then bought it (laughs) 
Hiroe: Speaking of foreigners, one of them sent 
‘me an image of a tatoo of Revy on his back. Stop 
asking me to approve of it. (laughs) 

GX: 1 saw that image too. 1 wonder what that 
person's gonna do in the future? 

Hirae: | hope he keeps it for the rest of hisfher life! 
GX: Someone at VIZ Media, publisher of the 
North American version of Black Lagoon, is 
gonna be like, “Tattoo the copyright symbol on 
itt” and “Pay us our copyright fee 

Hirae: What? You mean like tattoo a © symbol 
fon his lower buck? No way. That sounds like 
something the boss of the black rat would say. 
(aughs) First of all, i's one of a kind, and it's 
not for sale. (laughs) In any ease, it really is 
being read in a lot of countries, isn’t it? I got a 
mail from somebody in Poland the other day. 
Also from people in France, Germany, Canada, 
England... | actually haven't received that many 
from America. I get some from Malaysia and 
Asia in general as well 

BX: 1's set to he released in Brazil as wel. 
Hiroe: I'd think you woulda’t even have to read 
Black Lagoon there “cause there'd be places in 
downtown Brazil where they'd be doing the same 
kinda things... (laughs) 

GX: (Laugh). You mean like in City of God? 
Birge: I'd think it’s a million times scarier there 
than it is in Roanapur... (laughs) Stop saying 
things like that! 


This interview reads right to left 


> Rei Hiroe Profile < 

Born December 5, 1972. After working for a 
game company, makes his debut as a manga 
artist. with Hisuikydkitan. Notable works 
include SHOOK UP!, Phantom BULLET as 
well as illustration books such as Barrage: 
Rei Hiroe Artworks and REIGHBORHOOD! 
Rei Hiroe ILLUSTRATIONS. 


GK: For the first time ever! The E 
Loser’s Hor‘on. 

Hiroe: So ths is for our foreign readers. 

8X: Hello! Foreigners? 

Hiroe: Wow! You sound so stupid. (laughs) I's 
gonna be translated into English anyway, so let's 
talk in Japanese! I get emails to my homepage 
from foreign readers once in a while. They almost 
without exception as “When's the next 
Volume coming out?" or“When will the third anime 
season start!” The Japanese readers basically ask 
the same kind of questions, so will you please let 
them know whats going on in GX. laughs) 

BX: Those details should he released by the time 
this booklet comes out in Japan! Justin case, the 
domestic version of Black Lagoon volume 9 will 
goon sale or October 19, 2009, The third season of 
the anime is scheduled to be released as an OVAL 
‘Weexpect that to be sometime in 2010, The release 
dates of the foreign versions for either of those, I 
have no idee! I'll be out one of these day 
Hiroe: How dare you be so rude to our foreign 
readers! 

BK: Bur 1 don’t know what 1 don’t know. 
Now that we're through with the promotional 
announcements, let's get to what we're here to 
talk about, There're a lot of foreigners at Comiket 
recently, and we're seeing a lot more foreigners 
buying Black Lagoon merchandise at our Sunday 
GX booth, There was one foreigner that smirked 
after reading the filthy copy written on the 


lish version of 


can be tied organically i's hi 
(laughs) The picture T get after connect 
those dots sometimes ends up being completely 
diferent from what Initially imagined. 

GX So you try to emphasize realty? 

Hirge: The siting is loosely based on reality, soit 
‘wouldn't be as interesting if it were unrealistic. 1 
‘want to atleast maintain a semblance of realism. 
Although that sense of realism is very subjective. 
For example, a character like Roberta who's a 
Terminator-like maid won't work in a novel, but 
she will in a comic. She has to be over-the-top 
because it’s a comic 

GX: Well we're running out of space, so, any 
messages for the readers overseas? 

Hirae: Stop illegal downloading of new PC 
games! Actually, uh, just tll me what you think 
What do you think of the newest Roberta's 
Revenge story are? Is it boring? (laughs) 

8K: What?! 

Hiroe: No, just kidding! ‘The Roberta’s Reve 
arc is exciting!... I hope.... Aw forget it, I don't 
know! This is getting tough on me to tll you the 
truth, I'm all tired out. I can't keep up this level 
of excitement forever. When you write a comic 
that’s as erazy as Black Lagoon, there comes a 
time when you run out of steam. That's how I am 
right now. So let me try a ballad once in a while 
(laughs) I've been screaming for so long, isn’t it 
time you let me try a ballad...” Can 1? 

8X: Well...do you want to try that in Black Lagoon? 
Mirae: In. Lagoon? How?! It might work if a 
bunch of characters like Yukio showed up and no 
one like Revy. It wouldn't work with the other 
residents of Roanapur. Oh Yukio, why did you 
have to die? It wouldn't work with see, who I 
‘want to introduce in the future, either. I've got 
this character all thought out in my head already 
I's almost at the point where I'm beginning to 
think the character could possibly overpower 
even Revy 

GK: | agree. After hearing some of your ideas 
I don't think a ballad would be right for that 
character 

Hiroe: Nov at all! ‘There was this amazing move 
called the “Folding Chair Punch” in this Korean 
movie called Chaser. (laughs) | liked it so much 
that I decided I'd have this new character do it 
When all you think about is stuff like that, you 
end up getting exhausted. (laughs) 

BX: So you're way more excited about that?! 
Mirae: (Lauchs) I just enjoy thinking about things 
Tike that. laughs) But when all you think about is 


GX: Ooh, are you trying to pick a fight? 
Hiroe: No. (laughs) 
GX: Now that you mention Roanapur, do you get 
any ccmplaints from people in Thailand saying, 
‘Our country doesn’t have towns like this!”? 
Hiroe: It'd be funny if I did. If they tell me 
so, that's what I would imagine. (laughs) It's 
probably the same as me reading X-Men and 
thinking, “Who the hell is Tsurabaya Matsuo?" 
| actually want them to point those out for me or 
even suggest names for places. 
GX: When the dialogue of Black Lagoon is 
translated all over the world, I wonder how it’s 
interpreted’ A lady from a French publisher came 
up to me at Shogakukan’s year-end party at the 
end of last year and said she was a fan of Revy 
Is Revy a character that people can identify with 
internationally? 
Irae: Who knows? She has all kinds of e 
flaws. 
GX: Yeah. 1 wonder if comics with bitch-type 
characters like Balalaika or Roberta or Eda as 
important characters are rare? 
FOB: | don’t know. I personally like those kinds 
of characters, so it comes out naturally for me 
Mmm... Maybe because they have a hint of 
‘Neo-Liberalism”? That was a weird way to put 
it. laughs) 
GX: (Laugh) Since we've brought it up, let's talk 
more about the characters. What was your reason 
for making Revy a Chinese-American’ 

roe: Ethnically, I wanted Revy to be a 
minority. And her look isn’t Caueasoid, but 
rather Mongoloid. | thought that would make it 
easier for the Japanese readers to identify with 
her. Easier than if it was a white woman going 
ballistic. If she’s a Chinese-American character, 
she mey look Chinese, but her upbringing and her 
roots would be American. It's interesting when 
there's a gap between the way she looks and her 
‘way of thinking. People like that area’t really tied 
down toa region, like they're rootless wanderers, 
She’s different from normal people, so I thought 
she'd make for a more interesting character. And 
obviotsly, she probably faces discrimination in 
her life. Taking all that into account, | thought her 
character would stand out more. 
GX: Sc from there, you start addi 
ffoe: | go backward, imagining how they would 
think and how they lived. That process in itself 
can be un. I sometimes first decided that this guy 
is from here, he’s ethnically this way, he belongs 
to this kind of group, then look into historical 
facts and events. From there I try to tie all the 
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stl like thet you just end up feeling worn out! 
GX: Yeah, bat I know you naturally like that kind 
of thing! 

Hirge: | do. (laughs) That's why I won't deny it 
and I think that’s where most of my inspiration 
comes from But when that's all you write about, 
you get burtt out! 

BX: You wanna try a ballad... I don’t wanna hear 
that kind of crap. You have to give it everything 
you've got! 

Hiroe: That's easy for you to say... (laughs) Is 
that how itis? If Thave to bur myself out for itto 
sell well, [guess it’s worth it 

BX: 1s doing well! 

Hiroe: I'm talking about the future! I'm the kind 
of person who tends to worry about the future 
I don’t intend on easing off on the gas in terms 
of Black Lagoon. I'm just saying it 
when that’s all I'm doing, 

GX: Then doa perverted dojinshi on the side 

Hiroe: Write about violence in Black Lagoon and 
sex in dojinshi 

GX: What’s wrong with that? Sex and violence! 
Hiroe: That's not what I mean! I want to take 
things in a “heartwarming” direction!! 

GX: Whaaaanaaat?! 

Hiroe: 
Forget heartwarming 
GX: (Laughs) | couldn't believe my ears there for 
a second. 

Hiroe: Bur something «litle laid back 

8K: Forget it! You can’t handle the laid back stuff 
that requires a delicate touch, 

Hiroe: I dor't need you to tell me that! Aw, le’s 
drop it. 

GX: We're hoping to hear what our foreign readers 
think about this column! Send your messages to 
Rei Hiroe’s official website! 
Hiroe: | bet the forcigners that read this will laugh 
at me and call me a loser!! 


tually... No, not heartwarming. (laughs) 


This interview originally appeared in 2009 in a 
special Comiket only release, Black Lagoon: The 
Book of Venom, a collection of articles and manga 
artist tributes to Rei Hiroe, 
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